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Running a Remedial Class for Students Learning Chinese as their
Second Foreign Language
—Remedial education for learners of a non-English language—

Takehiro KATAKURA

College of Humanities and Sciences, Nihon University

In this paper, I discuss a remedial class I led for students learning remedial class for students learning
Chinese as their second foreign language. Students who learn a second foreign language will typically learn
the language from scratch after enrolling in the university. As such, the circumstances in which they learn
the language are different from that for English language learning, which students already experienced in
junior and senior high-schools. In light of the literature, as well as my own teaching practice, I argue that
teachers should assign written exercises as homework and then evaluate each student’s work patiently, as

this will boost the learners’ motivation and encourage self-motivated learning.
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