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Language Awareness of English among Multilingual Speakers
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5 Research Purpose #ff %8 H B (EBORIZAARTEI fE FT)

The purpose of this study is to explore how non-native English-speaking students
enrolled in English teacher education programmes perceive English, with particular
attention to “English as an International Language (EIL)” and “English as a Lingua
Franca (ELF).” Teachers’ beliefs have been shown to be closely linked to their classroom
practices (Borg, 2019), influencing lesson design, implementation, assessment, and the
nature of interactions between teachers and students, as well as among students
themselves. It is therefore important to understand how teachers conceptualise English.

While many previous studies have focused on in-service teachers’ beliefs, research on
the perceptions of pre-service teachers within teacher education programmes remains
limited. Moreover, little is known about the role that such programmes play in shaping
students’ conceptualisations of English as an international or lingua franca (Christou,
Thomas, & McKinley, 2024).

In light of the increasingly globalised use of English, investigating pre-service teachers’
perceptions of English—who represent key stakeholders in implementing English
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language education that reflects linguistic diversity and real-world usage—is crucial for
informing the future direction in English language teaching.

6  Overview of the Study #F 7% #f %

In today’s world, non-native speakers outnumber native speakers of English.
Consequently, there is a growing need for a paradigm shift in English language
education—from a traditional native-speaker norm to an approach that focuses on the
diversity of English used among multilingual speakers. However, a considerable gap
remains between theory and practice, and native-speaker norms continue to be deeply
rooted among both teachers and learners.

Against this background, the present study focuses on “English as an International
Language (EIL)” and “English as a Lingua Franca (ELF),” examining how students

enrolled in teacher education programmes conceptualise and perceive English.

(D Research Methods AJF 22 ® J5 i

The purpose of this study is to gain a deeper understanding of how non-native English-
speaking students in multilingual contexts—particularly those enrolled in English teacher
education programmes in the UK—perceive English.

To this end, both a questionnaire survey and interviews were employed as data
collection methods. The initial plan for my research abroad was to conduct a thorough
literature review and primarily conduct interviews. Fortunately, since | was able to secure
a sufficient number of participants, a questionnaire was also developed, and both the
survey and interviews were conducted.

For the questionnaire survey, the existing English as an International Language
Perception Scale (EILPS) (Lee & Chen Hsieh, 2018) was utilised. This instrument
enables an examination of participants’ perceptions of English across four dimensions
related to the concept of ELF/EIL. In addition, employing an established scale allows for
more direct comparison with findings from previous studies. The interviews
complemented the questionnaire by providing a more detailed and nuanced understanding
of the results.

7 Research Results and Achievements #F 255 5« Al 5B

The activities and research achievements during my period abroad can be summarised

in the following three main categories:
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1) Both quantitative and qualitative data were successfully obtained regarding TESOL
students’ perceptions of English. In addition, comparable data were also obtained
from non-TESOL students, which will allow for cross-group analysis.

2) Similar to the situation in Japan, in European countries such as the Netherlands and
France, where English is neither a national nor an official language, | was able to
develop a deeper understanding of how English is used in daily life and of the
realities of English education in schools through local experiences and interviews.

3) By participating in and presenting at academic conferences, I gained valuable
insights into the latest research topics and trends. Furthermore, direct exchanges and
discussions with other researchers deepened my understanding of the current state
of ELF, EIL, and EMI in the European context and opened up potential opportunities

for future collaboration.

As for future directions, | plan to analyse the collected data and prepare it for
publication. Active dissemination through conference presentations in Japan and abroad
is also planned. Moreover, | intend to seek external research funding, such as a JSPS
Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research. In the medium term, | aim to expand the scope of
the study by applying the framework to the Japanese educational context.

The research paper and presentations completed during my overseas research period
are listed below:

[ Research Paper #ff 9% 3]

* Ohmori, A. (2025). What connects EIL theory to practice?: A Study on Pre-service
Teachers [ [[ERFE L L TOHRFE] OHGREFEEE SR H O &1L 2 —HIGEE
JEEE 2T D WF9E—). Intercultural Communication Review (23), 47-61.

[ Presentations  #ff 908 3% ]

* Ohmori, A. 2025.07.03. Demand for EMI and perceptions of students and the
instructor: A case study at a less internationalized university in Japan. 6™ EMI
Symposium / 3" Annual ELINET Conference, Oxford University, Oxford, UK.
Refereed.

* Ohmori, A. 2025.02.12. Images of English speakers and the impact of Global
Englishes instruction: A case study of Japanese university students. Education Studies

Research Seminars Series, University of Warwick. Coventry, UK.

Finally, I would like to once again express my sincere gratitude for having been given
this invaluable opportunity, and to all those who supported me in making it possible.

Thank you very much.
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[ Research Paper #ff 9% 3]

* Ohmori, A. (2025). What connects EIL theory to practice?: A Study on Pre-service
Teachers [ [[ERFE L L TOHRFE] OHGREFEEKE O H O &1L 2 —HIGEE
JEEE 2B T D WF9E—). Intercultural Communication Review (23), 47-61.

[ Presentations #9083 ]

* Ohmori, A. 2025.07.03. Demand for EMI and perceptions of students and the
instructor: A case study at a less internationalized university in Japan. 6™ EMI
Symposium / 3'¢ Annual ELINET Conference, Oxford University, Oxford, UK.
Refereed.

* Ohmori, A. 2025.02.12. Images of English speakers and the impact of Global
Englishes instruction: A case study of Japanese university students. Education Studies

Research Seminars Series, University of Warwick. Coventry, UK.
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